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We have three weeks of school left. We 
are coming down the home stretch, 
and for me it is always a time of mixed 
emotions — a time to sort out feelings 
and store some memories. It is a time for 
looking back and looking forward. It’s a 
mixed-up time for me.

I think about my investments of the 
year. No stocks or bonds in my portfolio, 
just time and effort and love. My interest 
rate has been high, and so have yields, 
but what lies ahead can never be a 
certainty. There have to be fluctuations, 
but there is greater certainty within each 
child, and thus within each family unit.  
I like to think about my investment in 
each child’s future; a little more under-
standing of who she is, a little more un-
derstanding of who her classmates are, 
and a little more understanding of who 
her teachers are, and how each one of 
us likes to be treated. I like to think that 
part of my investment is that each child 
has internalized what justice is, that she 
has seen it firsthand in the classroom all 
year long — in every squabble over the 
red blocks that needed to be settled, or 
deciding who should make the juice or 
sing the rest-time song, or voting wheth-
er we should cook pancakes or French 
toast to go with our homemade maple 
syrup. The children have seen and felt 
what justice is so they can recognize it in 
the future.

I like to think that part of my investment 
is in the excitement of life, to engender 
this in each child. Looking forward to 
seeing each other each morning, and 
sharing where you have been or what 
you have done, or what hasn’t worked 
out so well. I like to see kids bursting 
with news, oblivious that another child 

is talking, just bursting to tell you that 
he caught a white moth at the afternoon 
program and put it into the butterfly cage 
by himself, or that Nicholas’s mother 
said he should tell his daddy how much 
he wanted a Cabbage Patch® doll like his 
sister Juanita has.

I like to think that a large part of my 
investment is fostering a love of learn-
ing, planting roots so deep that they will 
support whatever growth will follow in 
a child’s life. It is as if I plant an orchard 
each year, tending and nourishing, 
pruning and shaping, exposing it to new 
elements, but always mindful that those 
roots should be strong and well estab-
lished for the future.

It is just three weeks until the end of 
the school year, and there is a lot of talk 
about all-day kindergarten and riding the 
big yellow bus, and big-time things like 
that. There’s a lot of talk about swimming 
at the community pool and meeting each 
other there, and eating ice cream, and 
summer things like that. There will be a 
lot of talk about cleaning up, about wash-
ing the blocks and scrubbing the dolls 
and making the room ready for the new 
group next year, and moving on things 
like that. That’s part of my job, an impor-
tant part of my job, to pull it all together, 
wind it up, and send each and everyone 
off to the summer and off to the fall with 
enthusiasm and a hug.
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