
CALL TO ACTION 

SUSTAINING EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

AS A FOUNDATION FOR DEMOCRACY 

 

 

January 2, 2026 

 

Greetings, friends, colleagues, and comrades, 

 

We write this Third Call to Action Bulletin in this fresh new year.  A year that no 

doubt will require much of us.  We jump in with our usual offering of a quote – 

we join our hearts with Valerie Kaur’s in stepping into the work we DID in 2025 

and with her we salute YOU.  

"At the beginning of this year, we were looking at an authoritarian capture 
of our country. ...the future looked bleak. We are ending the year in a very 
different place.... 

Every time you did something brave—showed up to a protest, put up that 
yard sign, made music, created art, shared that sermon, said the hard 
thing, did the hard thing, refused despair, kept yourself in the light, lifted 
others into the light—it mattered." 

ACTION matters and YOU matter.   

 

Our colleague Rukia Rogers (https://thehighlanderschool.com/educators/rukia-

rogers/ ) in recent conversation with Margie offered not just her wisdom but an 

example of a clear Call to Action. We humbly our call to hers with gratitude for 

her leadership as we launch 2026.  

 

Rukia offers this background: The Weelaunee Coalition of Atlanta is a multi-
racial, intergenerational group of educators, students, families and neighbors 
calling for a Week of Action beginning January 18 and ending January 25, 2026. 

https://thehighlanderschool.com/educators/rukia-rogers/
https://thehighlanderschool.com/educators/rukia-rogers/


As an organization rooted in Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthplace, the home 
of the movement to Stop Cop City, and in remembrance of our comrade 
Tortuguita who was assassinated by the police while defending the earth, we 
are moved by a deep commitment to building a world grounded in peace, 
justice, and anti-war principles.  

As educators and organizers working toward the reimagined world our young 
people deserve, we call upon all our relatives across the country and around 
the world to bring this generation’s Movement of anti-war and peace into 
their classrooms, schools, and communities. 
 

The Weelaunee Coalition calls all educators, students, parents and caregivers 

to a WEEK OF ACTION, January 18-25, with details of their 3 components— 

ENVISION, PLAN, SHARE—outlined below. 

 

Rukia asks us this deeply confronting and important question that we ask you 

to sit with as you decide on your ACTION STEPS for 2026. 

 

When the NAEYC Code of Ethics says: "Above all, we do not harm children", 

does that mean more to you than just the children in your immediate care? 

What about the children in Gaza, in Sudan, in immigration sweeps across 

the US? 

What about schools and libraries where books are being banned so that 

children don't learn about and grow empathy for people beyond 

themselves? 

In the U.S. and around the world, authoritarianism and war efforts are 

bringing violence to children's lives. What is our responsibility? 

What is the next step each of us can take? 

 

With relentless hope,  

Ann Pelo, Margie Carter, and Nicky Byres 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


